ECONOMIC LITERACY & BUDGET
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR GOVERNANCE (ELBAG):

MAKING GOVERNMENTS ACCOUNTABLE

“NEVER DOUBT THAT A SMALL GROUP OF THOUGHTFUL CITIZENS CAN CHANGE
THE WORLD. INDEED, IT IS THE ONLY THING THAT EVER HAS.”

CHALLENGING ECONOMIC INJUSTICE

In a world where exclusion, inequity
and infringements of the basic rights of
people continues to rise, challenging
and changing power structures which
perpetuate inequity and injustice is an
important and necessary function in
reclaiming and deepening democracy.

While the basic services and
rights of poor people are rolled
back, the funds of the state
— to which the poor contribute
through direct and indirect taxes
meant for their welfare — do not
reach them. Public resources
are squandered without
accountability on military, large-
scale infrastructure and dams
displacing thousands, and the
ever-growing needs of industry
and middle classes. In private
hands, these investments only
marginally benefit the excluded.
The gains instead fill the coffers
of corporates and elites and in
turn the multilateral institutions,
relegating the poor further into
the margins.
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Such economic and social
injustices are the realities of life for the
poor and excluded in the global south.
In this context, Economic Literacy and
Budget Accountability for Governance
(ELBAGQG) is a process to build capacities
of communities to be able to empower
themselves to seek accountability from
governments and international governance
mechanisms through reclaiming rights and
challenging injustice.

LINKING THE LOCAL WITH THE
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL

Since economic injustice needs to be
challenged at many levels, the trajectory
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of ELBAG connects the micro with
the macro by linking up processes of
people’s struggles at the grassroots and
feeding those voices, concerns, issues
and rights at national level policy making.
This also means challenging global and
macro injustices like forced privatizations,
infringement of land rights, politics of aid
and debt conditionality that affect the
realities of people.

Economic literacy is the main focus
at the local level. The groups that
form the base of ELBAG circles at
local level in turn link with citizen’s
groupings at the local/provincial and
national levels. At the national level,
the process include building platforms
(or working with existing) civil society
networks comprised of NGOs, social
movements, people’s struggle groups,
trade union movements, women’s
groups, academia and media that take
up sustained budget and economic
analysis and advocacy and lobbying
from the perspective of the poor and
excluded.

ELBAG as an international collective
and synergistic movement on budget
accountability and economic justice
aims to build the south-south solidarity
among different civil society actors, social
movements and coalitions.

SOME OUTPUTS & OUTCOMES OF ELBAG

The ELBAG process presents
possibilities of various outputs
depending upon the need and
context locally and nationally.
These includes status reports
of development services, as
well as process outputs such
as informed citizenship and
strengthened interfaces among
state, service providers and
public consumers. A range
of specific micro, meso and
macro level outputs are also
envisaged. For community
level capacity building,
manuals and tool-kits which
communicate economic and
budgetary concepts and social
mobilization and accountability
practices in their simplest terms
are used. At the meso level,
national level budget analyses
and/or national budget and
policy and rights monitoring processes
are likely to emerge. Meanwhile, at the
global level, alliances can be built across
various countries engaging them with the
ELBAG process and where appropriate
international budget and policy promise
monitoring processes are key.

The combination of the four key elements
of ELBAG are intended to promote
citizens’ monitoring of public expenditure
and policy promises, which ultimately
would lead to greater empowerment,
democratization of knowledge, and a
change of power relationships in favor of
the poor and excluded. PP



(¥-1) ysepe|bueq preuonoe ‘eusbiu preuonoe ‘eAusy pleuoijoe ‘ysepe|bueq pleuonoe @
S

=

aan
A M

b2

ul el fiveg
o

i






